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The Uruguayan electoral board (Corte Electoral) has set Aug. 28 as the date for a national
referendum to approve a series of constitutional reforms. The changes, all related to electoral
matters, have already been passed by both houses of Congress. If the referendum is approved by
the required simple majority, the reforms will be in effect in time for the Nov. 27 presidential and
congressional elections.
The most important change would introduce ballot- splitting, allowing voters to cast their vote
for a presidential candidate from one party and for mayor or congressional representative from
another party. Currently, voters must vote a straight party ticket and choices are limited to selecting
candidates from within the same party. Public opinion polls indicate that the referendum is likely to
pass.
According to Juan Carlos Furest, president of the electoral board, the cost of holding the referendum
will be approximately US$2.5 million. There are 2.7 million registered voters in Uruguay, where
voting is mandatory. Electoral reform has been debated periodically since the country returned to
formal democracy in 1985, after 13 years of military rule. However, until now political differences
have prevented passage of the proposed changes.
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